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D. BRIAN BLANK 

Mississippi State University, Department of Finance and Economics            Brian.Blank@msstate.edu                                  

Box 9580, 312 – K McCool Hall, Mississippi State, MS 39762 – 9580                     (662) 325-5910 
 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENT 

Mississippi State University, Starkville, MS       

Associate Professor of Finance                  August 2023 – Present 

Assistant Professor of Finance                  August 2017 – August 2023 

Visiting Assistant Professor of Finance                 August 2016 – May 2017 
 

EDUCATION 

University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN       

Ph.D.    Finance    Minor: Economics        August 2016 

University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, AL       

M.S.    Applied Statistics  Concentration: Actuarial Science  December 2010 

M.S.    Finance    Concentration: Financial Policy           May 2010 

B.S.    Business Administration Majors: Mathematics, Finance                    May 2010   
 

PUBLICATIONS 

1. Blank, D.B., Chen, J., and Posylnaya, V. (2024) Insider Trading Restrictions, Investor Protection, and 

Innovation.  Journal of Financial Research, 1-42.  

2. Alldredge, D.M. and Blank, D.B. (2024) Insider Trading in Multinational Firms.  European Financial 

Management, 30, 314–345.  

• Media coverage includes 2023 The Conversation “Insider trading − the legal kind − is a lot more profitable 

if you work for a multinational company,” and 2023 Fortune article “Insider trading is legal and usually 

beats the market: study” 

3. Blank, D.B., and Hadley, B. (2021) When CEOs Adapt: Manager Experience, Policy and Performance 

Following Recessions. Journal of Corporate Finance, 71, 102118. 

• Nominated for college-wide research award and recognized for second place. 

• Media coverage includes 2022 The Conversation “5 things to know about the Fed's biggest interest rate 

increase since 1994 and how it will affect you,” which was read by more than 165,000 times globally, and 

2023 Yahoo! "U.S. economy may continue to avoid recession in 2024” 

4. Blank, D.B., Highfield, M.J., and Yerkes, R.T. (2022) Risk in Loan Pools of GNMA-Guaranteed Securities:  

Evidence from Bank and Non-Bank MBS Issuers. Journal of Housing Research, 31 (2), 135-162. 

• Media coverage includes 2023 Yahoo! Finance “Quantalytix Proprietary Database Plays Pivotal Role in 

Ground-breaking Housing Study Published in Top 10 Real Estate Journal”  

5. Blank, D.B., Hadley, B., and Unsal, O. (2021) Reputational Damage and Government Economic Incentives. 

Financial Review, 56(4), 693–719. 

6. Blank, D.B., Hadley, B., Minnick, K., and Rivolta, M. (2022) Game of Thrones: Internal CEO Succession & 

Outcomes. European Financial Management,  28, 280-324. 

• Nominated as one of the top three articles for the EFM 2022 Best Paper Award. 

• Media coverage includes 2022 Forbes, “The Chief Human Reinvention Officer: Why More CEOs Should 

Look To CHROs As Successors.” 

7. Blank, D.B., and McLemore, C. (2021) Corporate Equity Performance and Changes in Firm Characteristics. 

Journal of Investment Strategies, 10(1), 1-27. 

8. Biggerstaff, L.E., Blank, D.B., and Goldie, B. (2019) Do incentives work? Option-based compensation and 

corporate innovation. Journal of Corporate Finance, 58, 415-430. 

9. Alldredge, D.M. and Blank, D.B. (2019) Do Insiders Cluster Trades with Colleagues? Evidence from Daily 

Insider Trading. Journal of Financial Research, 42(2) 331-360. 

• Media coverage includes 2020 Seeking Alpha “How To Fully Benefit From Insider Trading Information: 

3 Do’s And Don’ts,” 2022 Investment Hub “Insider Buying — what you need to know,” and 2016 

ValueWalk “Insider Herding: How Information Flows Within the Firm” 
 

https://doi.org/10.1111/jfir.12426
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/eufm.12415
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/eufm.12415
https://theconversation.com/insider-trading-the-legal-kind-is-a-lot-more-profitable-if-you-work-for-a-multinational-company-210242
https://fortune.com/2023/08/26/is-insider-trading-legal-c-suite-executives-beat-market/
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1cGUjV0cFxVI4FO_a7b73RNEQmfeBIBg9R4OLA2dr3qBpqrpzV7EavN5qFE3NPoZXQSizJNpIoIUcmz-sqeH_JgelV40zyvqALNfQlzApgDw_zdcc7kP-ielR7G13utrbNLjtRmO_5tuRKRYy-AjZYMppIlKZ9LR0nWBy7GefAQIH98fVjs44p0Cl7CePlLAv1ecCsv4kmxxVO4s7sLlVHBIq2B4TSrm0hpa1tj3MM2eTEAuoCg0V__Mzk0GGGQJoh0sgYKovg2kO-55cQ-VRkpxi_Bov5Xeayt-pUQWhA32bec_tHKzxOId8zzpewQ0MUus0VcYkae2NusLLWjEB5w/https%3A%2F%2Fauthors.elsevier.com%2Fsd%2Farticle%2FS0929-1199%2821%2900240-6
https://theconversation.com/5-things-to-know-about-the-feds-biggest-interest-rate-increase-since-1994-and-how-it-will-affect-you-185008
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/u-economy-may-continue-avoid-150604079.html
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10527001.2021.2008094
https://mstate-my.sharepoint.com/personal/dbb109_msstate_edu/Documents/MSU/Annual%20Review/•%09https:/finance.yahoo.com/news/quantalytix-proprietary-database-plays-pivotal-121500743.html
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/fire.12274
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/eufm.12311
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbeshumanresourcescouncil/2022/05/16/the-chief-human-reinvention-officer-why-more-ceos-should-look-to-chros-as-successors/?sh=7802378141e1
https://doi.org/10.21314/JOIS.2021.007
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jcorpfin.2019.06.005
https://doi.org/10.1111/jfir.12172
https://seekingalpha.com/article/4358859-how-to-fully-benefit-from-insider-trading-information-3-dos-and-donts
https://investmenthub.medium.com/insider-buying-what-you-need-to-know-7966bb58d6c3
https://www.valuewalk.com/2016/05/insider-herding-information-flows-within-firm/
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WORKING PAPERS 

Exempt Solicitation Campaigns (with Dipesh Bhattarai, Tingting Liu, Kathryn Schumann and Tracie Woidtke) 

• Presented at the Tennessee, UT/UK Finance Conference, Mississippi State, Securities and Exchange 

Commission,* 2022 FMA Annual Meeting,* 2023 Weinberg Center/ECGI Corporate Governance 

Symposium,* 2023 Financial Intermediation Research Society (FIRS) Conference, 2024 Mississippi-Memphis-

MSU (MMM) Joint Finance Conference 

• John L. Weinberg/IRRCi Research Paper Award Semi-finalist and SSRN Top Ten lists: Corporate Governance: 

Shareholder Activism and Corporate Governance: Acquisitions, Mergers, Contests for Control, & Activism 

• Media coverage includes the 2022 Business Law Prof Blog article titled, “Proxy Exempt Solicitations.” 

Pension Fund Activism Behind the Scenes (with Brandy Hadley and Choonsik Lee) 

• First round submission at the Journal of Financial Economics 

• Presented at Rhode Island,* Mississippi State, 2022 Financial Markets & Corporate Governance Conference, 

2022 Allied Korea Finance Association,* 2022 FMA,* 2022 SFA, Tennessee, Chung-Ang University,* 2024 

Southwestern Finance Association (SWFA) Annual Meeting,* 2024 European (FMA) conference* 

• SSRN Top Ten lists: CGN: Mergers, Control, & Activism, Corporate Governance: Acquisitions, Mergers, 

Contests for Control, & Activism, Pension Risk Management, and Governance, Incentives & Compensation. 

Hierarchical Pay Incentives and Firm Performance (with Jiawei Chen, Brandy Hadley and Valeriya Posylnaya) 

• Presented at the 2023 Financial Markets & Corporate Governance (FMCG) Conference,* 2023 Financial 

Management Association (FMA) European Conference, 2023 European Financial Management Association, 

2023 Research Symposium on Finance and Economics, 2023 Behavioral Research in Finance, Governance and 

Accounting (BFGA) Conference, 2023 Southern Finance Association  

Do Political Contributions Impact Shareholder Wealth? Evidence from State Campaign Finance Reforms  

• Presented at the 2016 FMA Doctoral Student Consortium, Tennessee, Samford, Alabama, Cleveland State, 

Mississippi State, Miami University, 2017 FMA, 2020 Mississippi-Memphis-MSU-Alabama (MMMA) 

Operating Leverage and the Cost of Debt (with Doug Ayers and Jiawei Chen) 

• Second round submission invited following rejection at Financial Review 

• Best Paper Award – 2016 American Accounting Association Ohio Region Meeting 

• Presented at the AAA Ohio,* Tennessee, Miami University,* 2018 Mississippi-Memphis-MSU, 2018 SFA 

• SSRN Top Ten List: ERN: Financial Markets, Saving & Capital Investment in Developing Economies (Topic). 

Insider Trading Amidst Political Uncertainty (with Jiawei Chen, Brandon Cline and Caleb Houston) 

• Presented at the 2021 FMA DSC,* 2022 SWFA,* 2022 APEE,* 2022 FMA,* 2022 SFA,* 2023 MFA* 

Executive Incentives, Import Restrictions and Competition: Analysis of Anti-Dumping and Countervailing Duties  

• First round submission at the Journal of Empirical Finance 

• Select Media: Reuters, New York Times, Forbes, US News Money, American Institute for Economic Research 

Understanding Non-Normality in Financial Research (with Gary Templeton) 

• First round submission at the Review of Quantitative and Financial Analysis 

• Presented at Mississippi State University* 
* Indicates presentation by co-author 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

Mississippi State University                 Evaluation 

Advanced Financial Management (FIN 9213)     Fall 2019, Fall 2021, Fall 2024     3.6/4.0 

Intermediate Financial Management (FIN 4223) Fall 2016–Present    (23 Course Sections)    3.1/4.0 

Financial Management (FIN 3123)              Fall 2016–Spr 2019,Sum 2020–2024,Win 2021,2024 (15) 3.1/4.0 

University of Tennessee 

Financial Management (FIN 301)          Fall 2013 

Financial Management: Theory & Practice (FIN 455) Fall 2014 – Spring 2015 

Database and Research Methods (FIN 599)         Summer 2013, 2014, 2015 
* Indicates presentation by co-author  

  

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1j9E_xbdQ25qmkB-C9PzlBFAG8zQJHA9V9mV6E6dFErVIf7UpfSMO_tsaMfztOW5blzWnvLwAtDi0B9teT2gdLPALaw-XmBcWaXMoT3jnydu5IGiiXDCMwwRG6FlqauGoBjYEFX4XZ3I3qSJSHBdHn59OVKNCgbXqa-2L_bMYZoQeZ62rI5na-XPqheMbzUv039Y1iue9E26-8w3tKc3Pi38ULW2Yyx4i9AwL7dtroFJWYHcv512sYLbQeSPGkugNNHSB-UCd1XOQHAW4RKG8hHYo_TpR10m2MWod7mU51-me30cERnWRUtPzTHePxXPbMuGDzk9ArSGTEhZN5e8P5Q/https%3A%2F%2Fpapers.ssrn.com%2Fsol3%2Ftopten%2FtopTenResults.cfm%3FgroupingId%3D1393988%26netorjrnl%3Djrnl
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1j9E_xbdQ25qmkB-C9PzlBFAG8zQJHA9V9mV6E6dFErVIf7UpfSMO_tsaMfztOW5blzWnvLwAtDi0B9teT2gdLPALaw-XmBcWaXMoT3jnydu5IGiiXDCMwwRG6FlqauGoBjYEFX4XZ3I3qSJSHBdHn59OVKNCgbXqa-2L_bMYZoQeZ62rI5na-XPqheMbzUv039Y1iue9E26-8w3tKc3Pi38ULW2Yyx4i9AwL7dtroFJWYHcv512sYLbQeSPGkugNNHSB-UCd1XOQHAW4RKG8hHYo_TpR10m2MWod7mU51-me30cERnWRUtPzTHePxXPbMuGDzk9ArSGTEhZN5e8P5Q/https%3A%2F%2Fpapers.ssrn.com%2Fsol3%2Ftopten%2FtopTenResults.cfm%3FgroupingId%3D1393988%26netorjrnl%3Djrnl
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1lsUYsXIRNYTUCpYvv1jhVv3Iq8E-2usU72Jc4DVJybD0Tyg6veZtamdEUCTrNSYVfxJfNxEjCoxbSTHED6iZymFE5B9GcACjOw_PPTD5XFqFR95vo8kDYV8Ugh991Se5-FwDWW273BqA792qRa8KfEWgfT2PGOvsp8fel_9uRGdJcLiinq3s2rT-ero-WIFd_KGtjMnG_z2vOE8efKig4mrn8y08YZA0Pz_pS1iHHYx7LapActykVdsWLZ0RuW7d1LqAL0Dgw2kZdulDNn5P92v_BijGKO1CC7DNbSMr_c14m5iaSvlZmzzxWqhbV8qjRdtwzckJJAB-mCUnVK7e5w/https%3A%2F%2Fpapers.ssrn.com%2Fsol3%2Ftopten%2FtopTenResults.cfm%3FgroupingId%3D1393983%26netorjrnl%3Djrnl
https://lawprofessors.typepad.com/business_law/2022/11/proxy-exempt-solicitations.html
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/topten/topTenResults.cfm?groupingId=1393990&netorjrnl=jrnl
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1L3lscNpelV_EN4B6CkWaMgT-EzBYb0rLFldR4G2DpiItmPjVw5gf81qIRKxLb-V1lgU1NaZDyDpFMAaaIr6uK4FAlKHCQ3obofmcJgBIGi1AoJX82gKcRtYfpZqhNpzh8D8aeptLbN69Nec_ySK-V3OZJ3lSzYfCkRZjwjMNYwZjQ5KR1ynLbTKNUZAlDIqHuNtJsZ1rwHjlJSTSKGhnSLQ2odCsRAcqNm0mwgE0M12A7yPZls2GOY9JhzrWp-JEl9Iv0Yn33LWv4HEJrfRPEIe_dG7TMP8d6dsXVYuPuqKdpPbygLfXczfiADmuSUcgmjtEhqQKIeNOM4HkoCnqUw/https%3A%2F%2Fpapers.ssrn.com%2Fsol3%2Ftopten%2FtopTenResults.cfm%3FgroupingId%3D1393983%26netorjrnl%3Djrnl
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1L3lscNpelV_EN4B6CkWaMgT-EzBYb0rLFldR4G2DpiItmPjVw5gf81qIRKxLb-V1lgU1NaZDyDpFMAaaIr6uK4FAlKHCQ3obofmcJgBIGi1AoJX82gKcRtYfpZqhNpzh8D8aeptLbN69Nec_ySK-V3OZJ3lSzYfCkRZjwjMNYwZjQ5KR1ynLbTKNUZAlDIqHuNtJsZ1rwHjlJSTSKGhnSLQ2odCsRAcqNm0mwgE0M12A7yPZls2GOY9JhzrWp-JEl9Iv0Yn33LWv4HEJrfRPEIe_dG7TMP8d6dsXVYuPuqKdpPbygLfXczfiADmuSUcgmjtEhqQKIeNOM4HkoCnqUw/https%3A%2F%2Fpapers.ssrn.com%2Fsol3%2Ftopten%2FtopTenResults.cfm%3FgroupingId%3D1393983%26netorjrnl%3Djrnl
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/topten/topTenResults.cfm?groupingId=974963&netorjrnl=jrnl
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/topten/topTenResults.cfm?groupingId=2012946&netorjrnl=jrnl
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/topten/topTenResults.cfm?groupingId=1979560&netorjrnl=jrnl
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trade-ceo-compensation/us-ceos-who-win-trade-barriers-for-their-firms-see-big-compensation-boost-study-idUSKBN1XF2BV
https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2019/11/05/business/05reuters-usa-trade-ceo-compensation.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/christinemcdaniel/2019/11/07/license-to-steel-trade-restrictions-benefit-ceos-more-than-workers/#795342d3115b
https://money.usnews.com/investing/news/articles/2019-11-05/us-ceos-who-win-trade-barriers-for-their-firms-see-big-compensation-boost-study
https://www.aier.org/article/proof-that-tariffs-flood-the-swamp/
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Partner, Business, Economics & Finance Consulting, Starkville, MS              May 2020–Present 

● Consulted for construction firm with $10 million dollars in total income regarding their investment 

allocation, risk profile, tax management and growth prospects  

● Valued million-dollar counseling start-up for equity sale to raise capital and facilitate growth 

● Valued quarter-million-dollar counseling firm for partnership buyout using asset, market and income-

based valuation approaches in negotiations and mediation to resolve dispute 

● Performed economic forecasts and analysis for models spanning decades using nearly a century of data 

● Explored contractual agreements and financial implications through accounting literature 

● Utilized Microsoft Excel functions, techniques and analytics, as well as basic VBA programming 

Consultant, Accounting, Economics & Appraisal Group, Birmingham, AL             May 2010–June 2012 

● Valued multi-billion dollar financial services, construction and healthcare firms 

● Provided financial expertise for large financial institutions for complex frauds, exceeding $500 million 

● Performed due diligence for transactions in Financial Services, Construction and Healthcare industries 

● Modeled Valuation of complex Life Care Plan with several care options and hundreds of items 

● Supervised and reviewed database creation of several co-workers for hundreds of thousands of records   

● Evaluated a $200 billion cash database involving 70 bank accounts and 150,000 transactions 

● Traced $22 million of Fraudulent Transfers through various companies using multiple methodologies 

Fellow, University of Alabama Department of Finance & Economics, Tuscaloosa, AL   January 2010–May 2010 

● Guided review sessions and class times through individual teaching and assistance 

● Held office hours for four sections of computerized financial methods course for over 200 students 

Peer Advisor, University of Alabama Career Center, Tuscaloosa, AL              August 2009–May 2010 

● Presented to groups of students with respect to academic and professional career objectives and direction 

● Performed individual review sessions of personal resumes and other career-related items 

 Total Rewards Retirement Scholar, Deloitte Consulting, Dallas, TX           June 2009–August 2009 

● Comprehensively reviewed Leave of Absence Policies for Fortune 10 Company with 300,000 employees 

● Created personalized deliverables and conducted client meetings for director level staff to provide update 

● Performed and reviewed employee OPEB valuation and calculations for multiple clients 

● Responded to five client RFPs and performed over 100 hours of client research 

SELECT MEDIA  

Television Interviews, Panels and Webcasts 

1. “Viewers react to slight Social Security benefits increase,” WTVA News, Published October 14, 2024: 

https://www.wtva.com/video/viewers-react-to-slight-social-security-benefits-increase/video_1d96030e-

c8f8-57bd-b255-bab2ed2a3965.html. 

2. “Moe's Original BBQ in Starkville announces closure,” WTVA News, Published May 15, 2024: 

https://www.wtva.com/news/local/moes-original-bbq-in-starkville-announces-closure/article_a2fd5852-

12f2-11ef-8e12-433f1a7aec33.html. 

3. “Professor gives Starkville Rotary Club lesson in cryptocurrency,” WCBI News, Published February 26, 

2024: https://www.wcbi.com/professor-gives-starkville-rotary-club-lesson-in-cryptocurrency/. 

4. “Professor weighs in on inflation drop,” WTVA News, Published April 14, 2023: 

https://www.wtva.com/video/professor-weighs-in-on-inflation-drop/video_24d50f6a-10f4-5eb1-b483-

35b9c0213659.html. 

5. “MSU professor on inflation report,” WTVA News, Published January 13, 2023: 

https://www.wtva.com/video/msu-professor-on-inflation-report/video_4d68f24a-66e1-5e05-b2f2-

e464a19b4aa7.html. 

6. “The Economic Outlook for 2023 with The Conversation’s experts,” The Conversation, Published 

December 7, 2022: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M-UfSnXu3k8. 

 

 

 

https://www.wtva.com/video/viewers-react-to-slight-social-security-benefits-increase/video_1d96030e-c8f8-57bd-b255-bab2ed2a3965.html
https://www.wtva.com/video/viewers-react-to-slight-social-security-benefits-increase/video_1d96030e-c8f8-57bd-b255-bab2ed2a3965.html
https://www.wtva.com/news/local/moes-original-bbq-in-starkville-announces-closure/article_a2fd5852-12f2-11ef-8e12-433f1a7aec33.html
https://www.wtva.com/news/local/moes-original-bbq-in-starkville-announces-closure/article_a2fd5852-12f2-11ef-8e12-433f1a7aec33.html
https://www.wcbi.com/professor-gives-starkville-rotary-club-lesson-in-cryptocurrency/
https://www.wtva.com/video/professor-weighs-in-on-inflation-drop/video_24d50f6a-10f4-5eb1-b483-35b9c0213659.html
https://www.wtva.com/video/professor-weighs-in-on-inflation-drop/video_24d50f6a-10f4-5eb1-b483-35b9c0213659.html
https://www.wtva.com/video/msu-professor-on-inflation-report/video_4d68f24a-66e1-5e05-b2f2-e464a19b4aa7.html
https://www.wtva.com/video/msu-professor-on-inflation-report/video_4d68f24a-66e1-5e05-b2f2-e464a19b4aa7.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M-UfSnXu3k8


 

D. Brian Blank CV, October 2024, Page 4 of 13 

 

SELECT MEDIA  

Television Interviews, Panels and Webcasts 

7. “Interview: MSU Associate Finance Professor weighs in on outlook of economy in 2023,” WTVA, 

Published November 11, 2022: https://www.wtva.com/video/interview-msu-associate-finance-professor-

weighs-in-on-outlook-of-economy-in-2023/video_9f7122a9-35ef-53f7-b9b0-2ae8006cc123.html.  

8. “MSU finance professor praises new economic development announcement,” WTVA News, Published 

November 1, 2022: https://www.wtva.com/news/msu-finance-professor-praises-new-economic-

development-announcement/article_86397a0e-5a46-11ed-9351-8fd1c1487a3e.html.  

Radio Interviews 

1. “All eyes on Australian share market as US stocks tumble,” ABC News, Published August 6, 2024: 

https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/news-specials/all-eyes-on-australian-share-market-as-us-stocks-

tumble/104187658. 

2. “Stock Buyback Accountability Act of 2023,” KPCW Mountain Money (Park City, Utah NPR News 

Affiliate), Published April 3, 2023: https://www.kpcw.org/show/mountain-money/2023-04-04/stock-

buyback-accountability-act-of-2023. 

3. “US Federal Reserve hikes interest rates for 7th time,” ABC News, Published December 14, 2022: 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-12-15/us-federal-reserve-hikes-interest-rates-for-7th/101775470. 

4. “Cryptocurrency—has the bubble burst?” ABC Radio National, Published December 10, 2022: 

https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/rearvision/rear-vision/14113650. 

5. “Morning Wave in Busan Special Interview: FTX Files for Bankruptcy,” BeFM, Published November 22, 

2022:https://www.befm.or.kr/program/template.php?midx=89&pg=morning&cn=morning_sp&mode=vie

w&page=1&intnum=34141.  

6. “How will global markets react to US Federal Reserve’s latest rate hike?” ABC News, Published November 

7, 2022: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-11-08/how-will-global-markets-react-to-us-

federal/101627730.  

7. “The US Central bank hikes interest rates in the biggest rise in nearly 30 years to combat soaring inflation 

– we’ll found out why this is significant,” BBC Newsday Sounds, Published June 16, 2022: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/w172yf8jxbq9gyd. 

8. “US Federal Reserve raises interest rate to curb 40 inflation,” ABC News, Published June 15, 2022: 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-06-16/us-federal-reserve-raises-interest-rate-to-curb-40/13932194. 

Coverage of Research  

1. “Insider trading is legal and usually beats the market: study,” Fortune, Published August 26, 2023: 

https://fortune.com/2023/08/26/is-insider-trading-legal-c-suite-executives-beat-market/. 

2. “Insider trading − the legal kind − is a lot more profitable if you work for a multinational company,” The 

Conversation, Published: August 24, 2023: https://theconversation.com/insider-trading-the-legal-kind-is-

a-lot-more-profitable-if-you-work-for-a-multinational-company-210242. 

3. “Quantalytix Proprietary Database Plays Pivotal Role in Ground-breaking Housing Study Published in Top 

10 Real Estate Journal,” Yahoo! Finance, Published April 12, 2023: 

https://finance.yahoo.com/news/quantalytix-proprietary-database-plays-pivotal-121500743.html. 

4. “Proxy Exempt Solicitations,” Business Law Prof Blog, Published November 12, 2022: 

https://lawprofessors.typepad.com/business_law/2022/11/proxy-exempt-solicitations.html. 

5. “The Chief Human Reinvention Officer: Why More CEOs Should Look To CHROs As Successors,” 

Forbes, Mofoluwaso Ilevbare, Published May 16, 2022: 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbeshumanresourcescouncil/2022/05/16/the-chief-human-reinvention-

officer-why-more-ceos-should-look-to-chros-as-successors/?sh=7802378141e1. 

6. “Insider Buying — what you need to know,” Investment Hub, Published April 12, 2022: 

https://investmenthub.medium.com/insider-buying-what-you-need-to-know-7966bb58d6c3. 

7. “How To Fully Benefit From Insider Trading Information: 3 Do’s And Don’ts,” Seeking Alpha, Robbe 
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benefited-in-4-charts-176643. 

18. “It’s time the NCAA helps basketball players earn marketable college degrees,” By D. Brian Blank and 

Thomas W. Miller Jr., Opinion Contributors, USA TODAY, Published March 18, 2022: 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/columnists/2022/03/18/march-madness-ncaa-players-

degrees/7043342001/. 

19. “Fundamentals of data analysis,” The Business & Management Collection, Henry Stewart Talks Ltd, 

London, Published May 29, 2017: https://hstalks.com/t/3522/fundamentals-of-data-analysis/. 
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SERVICE 

Editorial Duties: Journal of Financial Research Associate Editor 

Track Chair:   Southern Finance Association Annual Meeting 2024: Financial Institutions & Markets 

   Southern Finance Association Annual Meeting 2023: Corporate Finance 

   Southern Finance Association Annual Meeting 2021: Special Topics 

          AMCIS 2019 – 2020: FinTech, Analytics and Financial Information Technology Topics 

Dissertation Committee: Caleb Houston, 2017 – 2020 (University of Alabama–Birmingham, Assistant Professor) 

Andrew Miller, 2019 – 2021 (External – Fort Lewis College, Assistant Professor) 

Haoyang Xiong, 2017 – 2022 (Montana State University, Assistant Professor) 

Jiawei Chen, 2017 – 2022 (Chair – University of West Alabama, Assistant Professor) 

Junnatun Naym, 2019 – 2024 (Troy University, Assistant Professor) 

Md. Nurul Islam, 2021 – 2026  

Pengyu Wu, 2021 – 2026  

Thesis Committee:  Cole McLemore, 2018 – 2019 (Chair – Honors, Waterfall Asset Management) 

   Benjamen Ober, 2023 – 2024 (External – Masters, Bacardi Corporate Development) 

Conference Reviewer:  Financial Management Association Annual Meeting Program Committee, 2021, 2022 

      Southern Finance Association Annual Meeting Program Committee, 2021, 2022, 2023 

         Research Symposium on Finance and Economics Scientific Committee, 2024, 2025 

  International Conference on Economic and Business Management, 2022 

      American Accounting Association Annual Meeting Program Committee, 2015 

Session Chair:   Northern Finance Association, 2021 

Southern Finance Association, 2021, 2022, 2023 

Conference Discussant:  Financial Management Association, 2013, 2014, 2017, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022 

         Southern Finance Association, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023 

Mississippi-Memphis-MSU-Alabama Joint Annual Conference, 2019 

Financial Markets and Corporate Governance Conference, 2022, 2023 

Behavioral Research in Finance, Governance and Accounting (BFGA) Conference, 2023 

Journal Reviewer:  Journal of Financial Research, 2024 (2) 

European Financial Management Ad Hoc Referee, 2023, 2024 

     Financial Review Ad Hoc Referee, 2021, 2023 (2) 

International Review of Financial Analysis Ad Hoc Referee, 2023 

      Emerging Markets Review, 2023, 2024 (3) 

Journal of Economics, Race, and Policy, 2022, 2024 (2) 

      Journal of Corporate Finance Ad Hoc Referee, 2020 (3), 2024 

      Managerial Finance Ad Hoc Referee, 2022 (5) 

      International Review of Economics and Finance Ad Hoc Referee, 2020, 2022 (2) 

  North American Journal of Economics and Finance, 2023 (2) 

Bulletin of Economic Research, 2022 

Committees:   Search Committee Chair for Tenure Track Finance Faculty Member Recruitment, 2023 

College of Business Dean Search Committee, 2023 

Conflict of Interest Review Committee Chair, 2023 – 2024 

Finance Journal Policy Revision, 2022 – 2023 

Finance Seminar Speaker Series Coordinator, 2022 – 2024 

Recruitment of Clinical Assistant Professor of Finance, 2018, 2021 

                          Recruitment of Doctoral Students, 2017, 2019, 2021, 2023, 2024 

Other Service:   MSU AFFECT Liaison, 2023 – 2024 

Magnolia Finance Conference Speaker Liaison, 2018 – 2019 

Mississippi Young Bankers Leadership Conference Representative, 2019 – 2021 

Get Swept Up Volunteer, 2022, 2023 

Staff Appreciation Day Volunteer, 2021, 2022, 2023 

COB Recruiting Catalog Resource Contributor 

Departmental Tutoring Finance Coordinator, 2018 – 2024 
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HONORS AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

SEC Travel Grant Award Recipient, 2022 – 2023 

European Financial Management 2022 Best Paper Award Nominee (Top Three Articles) 

Early Career Undergraduate Teaching Excellence Award Nominee, 2020 – 2021 

Inaugural University of Tennessee Graduate Teaching Certification Program Member 

University of Tennessee Graduate School Best Practices in Teaching Program Certification Award 

ESPN Haslam College of Business Scholarship, 2012 – 2016 

Passed Level I of CFA Program   

Passed Association of Certified Fraud Examiners Exam  
 
 

PAPER PRESENTATIONS 

Insider Trading Amidst Political Uncertainty (with Jiawei Chen, Brandon Cline and Caleb Houston) 

• 2021 Financial Management Association Annual Meeting Doctoral Student Consortium 

• 2022 Southwest Finance Association Annual Meeting  

• 2022 Association of Private Enterprise Education Annual Meeting 

• 2022 Financial Management Association Annual Meeting 

• 2022 Southern Finance Association 

• 2023 Midwest Financial Association 

Game of Thrones: Internal CEO Succession & Outcomes (with Brandy Hadley, Kristina Minnick and Mia 

Rivolta) 

• 2016 Eastern Finance Association 

• 2016 Financial Management Association Annual Meeting 

• 2018 European Financial Management Association 

• 2018 FMA European Conference 

• 2018 Southern Finance Association 

• University of Massachusetts – Lowell 

• United States Securities and Exchange Commission 

• University of Tennessee 

Pension Fund Activism Behind the Scenes (with Brandy Hadley and Choonsik Lee) 

• Chung-Ang University  

• University of Tennessee 

• Rhode Island University 

• Mississippi State University 

• 2022 Financial Markets & Corporate Governance Conference 

• 2022 Allied Korea Finance Association 

• 2022 Financial Management Association Annual Meeting 

• 2022 Southern Finance Association 

• 2024 Southwestern Finance Association Annual Meeting 

• 2024 European Financial Management Association conference 

Exempt Solicitation Campaigns (with Dipesh Bhattarai, Tingting Liu, Kathryn Schumann and Tracie Woidtke) 

• 2015 Financial Management Association 

• University of Tennessee Department of Finance 

• University of Tennessee Corporate Governance Center 

• University of Tennessee and University of Kentucky’s Jim and Jack Finance Conference 

• Mississippi State University 

• 2022 Financial Management Association Annual Meeting 

• 2023 Financial Intermediation Research Society (FIRS) Conference 

• 2023 Weinberg Center/ECGI Corporate Governance Symposium  

• 2024 Mississippi-Memphis-MSU (MMM) Finance Conference  
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PAPER PRESENTATIONS (CONTINUED) 

Operating Leverage and the Cost of Debt (with Doug Ayers) 

• University of Tennessee 

• 2018 Mississippi-Memphis-MSU-Alabama (MMMA) Joint Finance Conference  

• 2018 Southern Finance Association 

• American Accounting Association – Ohio Meeting 

• Miami University 

Do Political Contributions Impact Shareholder Wealth? Evidence from State Campaign Finance Reforms  

• 2016 Financial Management Association Doctoral Student Consortium 

• University of Tennessee 

• Samford University  

• University of Alabama 

• Cleveland State University 

• Mississippi State University 

• Miami University 

• 2017 Financial Management Association Annual Meeting 

• 2020 Mississippi-Memphis-MSU-Alabama (MMMA) Joint Finance Conference  

Risk in Loan Pools of GNMA-Guaranteed Securities:  Evidence from Bank and Non-Bank MBS Issuers (with 

Rusty Yerkes and Mike Highfield) 

• Florida Gulf Coast University 

• 2018 Alabama Association of Financial Planners 

• 2018 American Real Estate Society 

• 2019 American Real Estate Society 

• 2019 Southern Finance Association 

• 2020 Financial Management Association Annual Meeting 

• 2021 Southern Finance Association 

When CEOs Adapt: Manager Experience, Policy and Performance Following Recessions (with Brandy Hadley) 

• 2014 Financial Management Association Annual Meeting 

• University of Tennessee 

• 2017 Southern Finance Association 

• 2018 European Financial Management Association  

• 2019 Eastern Finance Association 

Insider Trading Restrictions, Investor Protection, and Innovation (with Jiawei Chen and Valeriya Posylnaya) 

• 2018 Southern Finance Association 

• 2019 Mississippi-Memphis-MSU-Alabama Finance Conference (MMMA) 

• 2020 Financial Management Association Annual Meeting 

• 2021 Financial Management Association Special Session for Doctoral Student Consortium Participants 

Understanding Non-Normality in Financial Research (with Gary Templeton) 

• Mississippi State University 

Hierarchical Pay Incentives and Firm Performance (with Jiawei Chen, Brandy Hadley and Valeriya Posylnaya) 

• 2023 Financial Markets & Corporate Governance (FMCG) Conference  

• 2023 Financial Management Association (FMA) European Conference 

• 2023 European Financial Management Association (EFMA) Conference 

• 2023 Research Symposium on Finance and Economics 

• 2023 Behavioral Research in Finance, Governance and Accounting (BFGA) Conference 

• 2023 Southern Finance Association Annual Meeting 
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PAPER PRESENTATIONS (CONTINUED) 

Reputational Damage and Government Economic Incentives (with Brandy Hadley and Omer Unsal) 

• 2020 Eastern Finance Association (Cancelled) 

• 2020 Financial Management Association Annual Meeting 

• 2020 Southern Finance Association  
 

* Includes presentations by co-authors 
 
 

WORKSHOPS, CERTIFICATIONS, AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Guest Lecturer: Blockchain, Cryptocurrency, and FinTech, Starkville Rotary                Spring 2024 

New Faculty Teaching Academy Review Committee, Center for Teaching and Learning    Spring 2024 

Maroon Teaching Excellence Faculty Contributor, Center for Teaching and Learning       Spring 2023 

Preparing Future Faculty Panelist, Center for Teaching and Learning                   Fall 2020 – Fall 2022 

Practical Teaching Community Certification, Center for Teaching and Learning                Fall 2022 

Active Learning Series Certification, Center for Teaching and Learning                 Spring 2021 

Reflective Teaching Series Certification, Center for Teaching and Learning                  Fall 2020 

Hybrid Teaching Workshop Certification, Center for Teaching and Learning                  Summer 2020 

Online Teaching 101 Certification, Center for Teaching and Learning                    Spring 2020 

Teaching Exchange Program, Center for Teaching and Learning                   Spring 2020 

Assignment Design Charrette, Office of Institutional Research and Effectiveness                Summer 2019 

Guest Lecturer: Fundamentals of Data Analysis, Henry Stewart Talks                   Fall 2017 
 

Letters of Recommendation for Scholarships, Graduate Programs and Employers: 110           Fall 2016 – Present 

• Recommended Mississippi Young Bankers Leadership Scholarship Recipient, 2019-2021 

• Recommended Mississippi Bankers Association Swayze Scholarship Recipient, 2018-2021 

• Recommended Mississippi Bankers Association Swayze Scholarship Finalist, 2018-2022 

Observers of My Teaching 

• Mike Highfield, Department of Finance and Economics 

• Tom Miller, Department of Finance and Economics 

• Brandon Cline, Department of Finance and Economics 

• Holli Seitz, Department of Communication 

• Kelly Marsh, Center for Teaching and Learning 

• Kris King (Online), Center for Teaching and Learning 

Teaching Observations 

• Melissa Moore, Department Marketing, Quantitative Analysis and Business Law 

• Brandon Cline, Department of Finance and Economics 

• Meghan Millea, Department of Finance and Economics 

• Robert Banik, Department of Mathematics 

• Kim Walters, Department of Mathematics 

Training Webinars                             Spring 2020 – Present 

• Understanding the Ethical Use of Generative AI, MSU Libraries and ORC        Fall 2024 

• Best Practices for Teaching Finance Online, McGraw Hill            Spring 2020 

• Instructor Training for Lockdown Browser, Respondus             Spring 2020 

• Academic Continuity Tools, Quality Matters              Spring 2020 

• Honorlock Third Party Webinar, Honorlock              Spring 2020 
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WORKSHOPS, CERTIFICATIONS, AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT (CONTINUED) 

Center for Distance Education Workshops                         Fall 2017 – Present 

• Canvas Page Design: MS State Online Template              Fall 2024 

• GPT for Generating Pedagogical Transformation              Spring 2024 

• Instructional Design and Dine                Spring 2023 

• Instructional Design and Dine                Fall 2022 

• Gamifying Your Course                 Spring 2022 

• Writing Your Syllabus                 Spring 2022 

• Administrator Panel                 Fall 2021 

• Faculty Panel                  Fall 2021 

• Online Community of Practice                Fall 2020 

• Basic Accessibility in Your Online Course              Summer 2020 

• Academic Integrity in Your Online Course              Summer 2020 

• Effective Lecturing in Your Online Course              Spring 2020 

• Active Learning in Your Online Course               Spring 2020 

• Top 10 Things You Need to Know About Your Online Course            Spring 2020 

• Lunch and Learn                 Fall 2017 

Center for Teaching and Learning Workshops                         Fall 2016 – Present 

• Practical Use of Generative AI in Teaching: Panel Discussion            Fall 2023 

• Designing Effective Low Stakes Writing Assignments in Your Class           Fall 2022 

• Benefits and Pitfalls of Writing to Learn               Fall 2022 

• Teaching Portfolio Workshop                Summer 2022 

• Inclusive Teaching Community of Practice              Spring 2022 

• Student-Centered Approaches to Supporting Students in Distress            Spring 2022 

• Active Learning Series                 Spring 2021 

• Reflective Teaching Workshop                Fall 2020 

• Friday Teaching Forum                 Fall 2020 

• Book Club: Powerful Teaching                Fall 2020 

• Book Club: How to Teach Anything Online              Summer 2020 

• Teaching Portfolio Workshop                Spring 2020 

• Instructional Focus Virtual Luncheons               Spring 2020 

• Strategies for Larger Classroom Lectures              Spring 2020 

• Teaching Game Show and Luncheon               Spring 2020 

• Evaluating Teaching for Promotion and Distinction Roundtable Luncheon         Fall 2019 

• Navigating the Student Honor Code: Academic Integrity             Fall 2019 

• The Teaching Game Show                Spring 2019 

• Maroon & Write: 5 Years of Learning and Engagement             Spring 2019 

• Presentation Skills for Improving Your Delivery              Fall 2018 

• Writing in the Science Classroom               Fall 2018 

• “What We Wish You Knew” an International Student Panel            Fall 2018 

• Grisham Master Teacher Lecture (Robert Banik)              Fall 2018 

• Political Ideology in the Classroom               Fall 2018 

• Faculty Luncheon: Supporting Diverse Faculty              Fall 2017 

• Faculty Luncheon: Diversifying Your Curriculum             Fall 2017 

• Connecting Experience to Course Content              Fall 2016 

• Focus on Writing Luncheon                Fall 2016 
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WORKSHOPS, CERTIFICATIONS, AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT (CONTINUED) 

Information Technology Services Workshops                       Fall 2016 – Present 

• Getting Started with Adobe Sign               Fall 2022 

• Preparing for Google Decommission with Canvas             Spring 2022 

• Canvas to Banner Grade Transfer               Spring 2021 

• MS Teams for Classroom Collaboration               Fall 2020 

• Canvas Pages, Modules, Files Uncovered              Summer 2020 

• Microsoft Teams for Online Courses               Spring 2020 

• Lessons Learned with Canvas                Spring 2020 

• Using Rubrics in Canvas                Spring 2020 

• Advanced Webex                 Spring 2020 

• Canvas Course Analytics                Spring 2020 

• Using External Tools in Canvas                Spring 2020 

• Quizzing in Canvas                 Spring 2020 

• Groups in Canvas                 Spring 2020 

• Using Studio Effectively in Canvas               Spring 2020 

• Pedagogical Triage: Strategies to Help Face-to-Face Faculty            Spring 2020 

• Convert your course to canvas in 60 minutes              Spring 2020 

• Getting Started with Webex                Spring 2020 

• Introduction to MyCourses                Fall 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


